The World’s Largest Humanitarian Crisis:  

Darfur, Sudan
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NUMBERS AT A GLANCE*

	Conflict-Affected Persons in Darfur and Eastern Chad
	2.39 million people

	Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Darfur 
	1.9 million people

	Sudanese Refugees in Eastern Chad
	213,000 people in camps

	Conflict-Affected Persons in Darfur Receiving Food Assistance
	1.2 million people in January; 1.5 million people in December

	Malnutrition Among Children
	22% under the age of five 

	IDP Deaths due to Disease and Malnutrition (does not include violence-related deaths or the deaths of those not living in camps)
	10,000 people per month; 

70,000 between March and October 2004 


BACKGROUND

· Since February 2003, a government-backed militia known as Janjaweed has been engaging in a systematic program of expulsion, rape and murderous violence in Darfur, Sudan. Government air raids have frequently preceded or followed militia attacks.
  
· On January 25, 2005 the U.N. Commission of Inquiry concluded that Sudanese government forces and the Janjaweed “conducted indiscriminate attacks, including killing of civilians, torture, enforced disappearances, destruction of villages, rape and other forms of sexual violence, pillaging and forced displacement, throughout Darfur.”  
· Only about half of those who were forced out of their homes are receiving aid; others are in camps that are not yet served or are, literally, wandering in the desert.
· According to recent estimates, some 300,000 people have died from starvation, disease, and violence since the conflict began.
· Sudan reluctantly agreed to accept 3,000 African Union troops to monitor the April 2004 ceasefire and escort aid convoys, but they have no mandate to protect civilians.
· Security across the region has deteriorated resulting in the evacuation of hundreds of aid workers from the U.N. and non-governmental humanitarian organizations since Nov. 2004.
· On January 9, 2005 the government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) signed a peace agreement to end 21 years of civil war in the South, but the agreement does not address the conflict in Darfur. The Sudanese government continues to violate previous ceasefire accords, including those signed on November 8, 2004 which established a no-fly zone over the region and included promises to disarm the Janjaweed and improve humanitarian access to those in need.
· The Sudanese army and police continue to attack camps in South Darfur and forcibly relocate IDPs. Reports include the burning of shelters, smashing water pipes, beating and shooting people, and refusing access to aid agencies.
· On December 23, 2004 President Bush signed the Comprehensive Peace in Sudan Act which authorized $300 million for a comprehensive peace agreement in Sudan, as well as humanitarian aid and support to the African Union mission in Darfur.  It directed the President to implement specific sanctions on senior Sudanese officials. Economic sanctions on Sudan, including a trade embargo and assets freeze on interests controlled by persons in the U.S., have been in place since 1997.
